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CERTIFIED MAIL— 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mark von Sternberg 
155 E.  72nd Street  
New York,  NY 10021 

Re:  Arkansas Company,  Foundry Street#-Newark,  New Jersey 

_ -Dear Sir :  . 

The U.S.  Environmental  Protect ion Agency ("EPA") has documented 
the release and threatened release of hazardous substances,  
pollutants  and contaminants  a t  the above*referenced faci l i ty 
("the faci l i ty" or  "the s i te") .  EPA is  authorized to respond 
to this  type of  release under the Comprehensive Environmental  
Response,  Compensation,  and Liabil i ty Act of  1980 ("CERCLA"),  
42 U.S.C.  § 9601 at  seq. ,  as  amended by the Superfund Amendments 
and Reauthorizat ion Act of  1986 ("SARA"),  Pub.  L» No.  99*499.  

This  let ter  Consti tutes off icial  notif icat ion that  EPA may conduct ,  
or  require responsible part ies  to conduct ,  a  removal  act ion,  as  

- defined in the National  Contingency Plan,  40 C.F.R.  Part  300,  a t  
the Arkansas Company faci l i ty.  EPA has determined that  such a 
removal  act ion is  necessary to prevent  an immediate and s ignif icant  
r isk of  harm to human heal th and the environment,  as  defined at  
40 C.F.R.  § 300.65(b).  

EPA bel ieves that  as  an owner or  operator  of  the Arkansas Company 
faci l i ty,  or  as  a  generator  of  hazardous substances sent  to the 
faci l i ty for  treatment or  disposal ,  Or as  a  transporter  of  hazar
dous Substances to the faci l i ty,  you individually may be a  respon
sible party under Section 107(a)  of  CERCLA, 42 O.S.C.  59607(a) .  
Under CERCLA and other  laws,  part ies  responsible for  the release 
or  threatened release of hazardous substances into the environment 
from an uncontrol led hazardous waste s i te  may be l iable for  ai l  
monies expended by the federal  government to take necessary 
response act ions at  such faci l i t ies ,  including invest igat ion,  
planning,  removal ,  and remedial  act ions at  these faci l i t ies .  
These part ies  may also be held l iable for  any enforcement costs  
incurred by.  the government* 



EPA, possesses information whic^i  indicates that  you may be a  
responsible party within the meanirfg of  .qfRd'LAi '  Before the 
government int i t iates appropriate acfci ibiT regarding the s i te ,  we 
sebk to know i f  you wil l  vbluntari ly the wprk required^ 
to abate any releases:  or  threatened releasedJMrdSt^nazardaus \  < 
substances,  pbtl lutanbs a,nd^contdm'inan,ts  St  and from the s i te .  . 
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For  your  ̂  i f t foj^at^pn,  bh%^remeval  act iori1 required a t  the s i te  
may inclwd^ j^utj»May^nbt he '  l imited to,  the sampling and analysis  
and the removal ,  ]bf  a l l  drummed wastes,  and other  wastes '  in  con-
tainers present  at  the Arkansas Company faci l i ty;  and i t  may 
also include t j je  proper disposal  pf  tho 'se wastes,  proper dft 'Pposal  
of  the wastes Resent  at  the Arkansas Company faci l i ty may include 
their  removal  to  ,a secure landfi l l ,  incinerat ion,  or  other  -
appropriate disposal  methods.  The removal  act ion may also include 
securing the property to prevent  access by unauthorized persons.  

EPA est imates that  the removal  act ion,  as  i t  has been summarized 
. in this  let ter ,  may cost  approximately $2,000,000.00 (TWO MILLION 
DOLLARS).  

In addit ion to the removal  act ion outl ined in this  let ter ,  EPA 
wil l  also determine,  a t  a  subsequent  t i t t le ,  whether addit ional  
correct ive measures are required to mit igate the releases from 
the Arkansas Company s i te  and to protect  the public heal th,  V 
welfare,  and the environment.  a  -
r • •* • , ..?V - .> • 
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If  these and'  other  response act ions are taken,  by EPA rather-than 
by the responsible pat t ies ,  you may be subject  to a legal  act ion 
pursuant  to Section 107 of  CERCLA, 42 U.S.C.  §9607,  to recover 
funds spent  by EPA in response to the release of  hazardous sub
stances at  this  s i te .  

,  The fol lowing part ies  have been identif ied by EPA to date as  
potential ly responsible part ies  for  the contamination at  the 
Arkansas Company s i te:  

r 1 .  Mark von Sternberg 
2. ,  Dorothy von Sternberg 
3 » 4rka| ts  as  Company 
4*.  dalaxy^ inc.  . . 

.  '  % "y; .  y  ">w ¥ " •• . ••••  • "  "  "/*" - *' ' -v  * • ^  
Each of  the part ies  l is ted above wil l  receive a copy of  this  
let ter .  EPA is  Continuing i ts  invest igat ion to identify other  
poteiht ial ly responsible part ies .  You wil l  be notif ied when and 
i f  any other  potential ly responsible part ies  have been identif ied.  



EPA requests  your cooperat ion in this  matter  and ; asks that ,  you 
discuss the removal  act ion with other  named part ies .  If  you . "  
wopld prefer  to undertake Or-finance the removal  act ion at  this  
s i te ,  or  part icipate with other  responsible part ies  in undertaking 
or  f inancing the removal  act . ipn a t  this  s i te ,  yoU^should promptly 
contact  -- the EPA'project  off icer» Janet  Peldstei tf^of the Site  
Compliance Branch,  a t  (212) '^d4r26i46,:  or  .Will iam Tucker,  of  the ;T 

; .Office of  Regional ,  Counsel ,  a t  (212) *264-4710.  You should also .  
reply in writ ing to this  let ter  (a reply by eert i f ied mai 1  is  
recommended) within fouitpen (14) calendar days of  your receipt  '$  . 
of  this  let ter . '  Your le t ter  should,  be sent  to:  ..  :  - '  ,  

:  U.S.  • Environmental  Protect ion Agency :<• . .  
•  '  ;  Si te  Compliance Branch • . .  .  

26 Federal  Plaza,  Room 737 .  . / '  ' •  ' , • ]» 
;  -  New York,  New York 102.78 .  _ 

At tn":  Janet  Feldstein 

. V -' I f  EPA does" not  receive a  wri t ten response from you-within the 
t ime specif ied above,  EpA. wil l  assume that  ypu decl ine to volun
tar i ly under* take the "removal  act ion and EPA wil l  pursue;i ts  :  .  "  
opt ions accordingly. .  EPA's options include issuance of .an 

. administrat ive.-order -t 'o .  you pursuant  to Section 106 of  CERCLA to . ' /  .  
compel you to undertake the required act ivi t ies ,  and EPA conduct  vu 
of  a  removal  act ion,  for  which costs  you may be l iable pursuant  • 
to  Section 107 of  CERCLA. I f  you wish to discuss the matter  in.  
any further  detai l , ,  please contact  ei ther  Ms.  Feldstein or  Mr. .  
Tucker. '  Please note that  a l l  communications from your at torney 
must  be directed to Mr-.  Tucker. '  We hope that  you wil l  give this  , f | -
matter  your immediate at tent ion.  

' • 1 . . . • .  '  f 
yours,  - :  ' ;  '.  \  

S tephen D. Luft ig > Acting,  Director  
Emergency and Remedial  Response Division 

ee:  Ronald T.  Coreory,  Assistant  Director  
Division of Hazardous Waste Management,  NJDEP 

Gerard Burke,  Director  :  ^  
Office of Regulatory Services,  NJDEP 

bcc:  Janet  Feldstein,  2ERRD-SIC 
:  Tom Kady ,  2ERRD-RPB 

Will iam Tucker. ,  20RC-NJSUP 
Cathy Moyik, ,  2ERRD-PSB (2 cppies)  




